It is worth noting that the pioneering 7 students only arrived at the Onderstepoort campus for the specialised courses in veterinary science when the new term opened in 1922. They were then in their 3rd year, having completed the first year in 1920 at a university of their choice providing the required basic courses, and the 2nd year in 1921 at either the TUC or the Johannesburg University College, both of which offered the required courses in veterinary anatomy, physio logy and biochemistry at the time. This ruling only changed in 1926 when the 2nd year was moved to Onderstepoort.
G Martinaglia
As can be seen in the accompanying photograph 6 students qualified as veterinarians in 1924. Having started off as 7, it is not clear exactly when the 8th one, Giovanni Martinaglia, joined them. He was apparently an orphan who spent his early years in the Abraham Kriel orphanage in Langlaagte. After winning 'seven hundred pounds' in a sweepstake, he proceeded first to the University of Toronto (Canada), where he obtained a BSc degree in 1919, and then to America's Cornell University for a MSc degree in 1920. He then returned to South Africa in 1922, presumably joining the 3rdyear class. After qualifying at Onderstepoort he served as veterinary research officer under Sir Arnold Theiler, first at the Allerton Laboratory and then at Onderstepoort.
In 1929 he obtained a DVSc degree from the University of Toronto. He was appointed municipal veterinarian to the Johannesburg abattoir in 1930, ending his preretirement career in public health as Director of the abattoir. He died at the age of 79 in 1967.
Perhaps the greatest achiever of the 1924 class was J I Quin, known as 'Pinky' to his students, who was the first Onderstepoort BVSc graduate to qualify with honours. He also obtained a DVSc degree (cum laude) in 1928. Like the rest of his classmates, he immediately joined the government service, spending the rest of his career at Onderstepoort. He became Professor of Physiology in 1934 (all faculty posts were parttime appointments in those days) and did excellent research on photosensitivity, especially geeldikkop. In April 1949 he was appointed Director of Veterinary Services and Dean of the Veterinary Faculty at Onderstepoort, but died of a heart attack within a year at the age of only 50 in March 1950. This happened during a train journey while on an official trip.
John Henri Roosegarde Bisschop
Probably even better known was 'Baas' (John Henri Roosegaarde) Bisschop. Students encountered this colourful character as teacher (professor from 1936) in Zootechnics from 1930 to 1962 when he retired. He was a specialist in animal breeding, having obtained a BSc (Agric) degree prior to his BVSc studies at Onderstepoort, and was involved in many advisory activities concerning indigenous livestock in particular, both locally and in neighbouring states. Particularly noteworthy was his membership of the well known 'Tomlinson Commission', whose recommendations to make the 'homelands' financially viable, had they been followed, could have changed the course of South Africa for the better as early as 1955. He died at the age of 85 in 1984.
others, because Theiler spent a good deal of the first 4 years of the faculty's existence on various overseas visits. Theiler was to officiate at only one more graduation ceremony, as will be outlined in a further communication.
S
ir Arnold Theiler can rightly be hailed as both the father of veterinary research and of veterinary education in South Africa. His personal involvement in the latter was, however, unfortunately of relatively short duration. The reason was that in 1924, when the first class of Onderstepoort students qualified as veterinarians 1 , Theiler was already 57 years old and rapidly approaching the end of his Onderstepoort career.
Theiler's age was, however, not the only reason for his departure from Onderstepoort. It was compounded by the unprecedented political developments of the time. The Smuts government lost the parliamentary election held in June 1924 to the Nationalist/Labour pact. Gen. J BM Hertzog became the new Prime Minister and he appointed Gen. J C G Kemp as Minister of Agriculture. Theiler was not impressed, particularly when Kemp began cutting finances and restructuring his department, including the existing 2 veterinary divisions, namely Veterinary Edu cation and Research (Theiler's) and Vete rinary Services (Borthwick's). Moreover, Kemp apparently made no secret of the fact that he considered Theiler 'obsolete' constituting the 2nd group of graduates. In this article the fateful circumstances that dictated the final years of Theiler's brilliant career and their effect on his participation in student matters are initially dealt with. This is followed by concise descriptions of the life histories of the ten veterinarians who graduated from the Faculty in 1925. Particularly noteworthy is that although they all started off their careers as civil servants, 4 ended up in private practice. One of them in fact spent by far the greatest part of his career, namely 35 years, as a private practitioner. An unusual incident was the almost fatal shooting of another one, while he was executing his duties as a veterinary field officer, by the son of a farmer. R A (Ray) Alexander R A (Ray) Alexander became one of the veterinary profession's greatest achievers of his time in South Africa. After a short spell at the Allerton Laboratory, he was transferred to Onderstepoort, where he developed into a world class virologist with his research on African horsesickness (AHS) -the subject matter of his thesis for the DVScdegree awarded in 1935 -and bluetongue of sheep. He developed the first really effective, safe vaccines against these 2 diseases, namely a polyvalent vaccine containing attenuated, neurotropic strains of horsesickness virus for AHS, and a polyvalent bluetongue vaccine containing embryonated eggadapted virus strains for the latter. Alexander published more than 60 scientific articles during his career.
Alexander was also an outstanding leader, becoming in creasingly administratively involved, both locally and inter nationally. He was appointed Director of Veterinary Services in 1950 and Professor of Infectious Diseases in the Onderstepoort Faculty in 1958. For unknown reasons -probably due to pressure of work -he did not accept the Deanship of the Faculty. He became expert adviser on AHS and/or bluetongue to the USA and other governments in the 1940s and 50s, like one of his successors in virology, Baltus Erasmus, in later years. After his retirement in 1961 he served as adviser to the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research until his death in 1965 in Pretoria at the age of almost 66.
Herman Graf
Herman Graf spent his entire career at Onderstepoort. Having obtained a BSc degree at the Transvaal University College in 1922, it is clear that he must have started his BVSc course in 1923 in the 3rd year. He was awarded a DVSc degree in 1932 on the strength of a thesis based on his research on blood chemistry. He took up an appointment at Onderstepoort as veterinary research officer becoming intimately involved with the training of students at the Onderstepoort Faculty from 1927 onwards. Initially he lectured in Biochemistry and from 1929 in Chemical Pathology. He was also an expert on dips and dipping. He was interned from 1941 to 1945 during World War II. In 1954 he was promoted to Deputy Director of Veterinary Research and from 1956 he also took on the task of Dean of the Faculty. The Graf family developed a nursery at the foot of the Magaliesberg in Pretoria North which was well known for its fine supply of indigenous trees, a subject which interested him greatly. Herman died of a heart attack while on duty in 1960 when he was almost 62.
Major L L Daly
Major L L Daly saw military service during World War II in the South African Veterinary Corps in which he rose to the rank of major. He also spent his entire career as state veterinarian in the field, initially at Nylstroom and Louis Trichardt, and then at Barberton. In 1945 he was promoted to SubDirector in charge of the Natal region, where he replaced Dr A M Diesel. Major Daly was very much involved in liaison with the Natal farmers during the difficult closing years of the East Coast fever eradication campaign in that province, when slaughter out of cattle on infected farms was strictly implemented under his control, thus making a great contribution to its total eradication from that province. He retired in 1960 and died in Pietermaritzburg in 1965 aged almost 65 years.
Kunibert Carl August (Kuni) Schulz
One of the most unforgettable characters of the Class of 1925 was Kunibert Carl August (Kuni) Schulz. He was a German missionary's son, Grey College matriculant, and holder of a BSc degree of Grey College (partly University of the Free State) when he enrolled for the 2nd year of his veterinary studies in 1922. He initially joined the Division of Veterinary Services and was immediately posted to Otjiwarongo in South West Africa. One of his next stations was Kimberley. However, on 13 June 1934 he was severely wounded in the jaw by the son of the owner of a farm near Danielskuil in the Barkly West district when he and a police escort arrived with a court order T he only available photograph of the Class of 1926 was obviously composed from shots taken individually of the outgoing and incoming deans of the faculty as well as of each of the 7 graduates ( Fig. 1) . However, it is not clear why both Sir Arnold Theiler, the 'father ' of the Faculty, and Dr P J du Toit, his successor as Dean, appear in the compound photograph of the Class of 1926.
Theiler was still in office during 1926, when the students were in their final year, while Du Toit spent most of that year overseas on a sabbatical visit. Since the graduation ceremony took place on 10 April 1927, it is clear that Theiler, who left South Africa for Europe on 7 March 1927, could not have officiated on that auspicious occasion.
Although it has not been possible to con firm with absolute certainty from the litera ture that P J du Toit officiated as Dean at the graduation ceremony, he was Theiler's successor, his appointment most probably dating from 1 April 1927. Thus his presence in the photograph. The unusual involvement of 2 Deans with the Class of 1926, Theiler almost to the last 'minute' before graduation, probably explains why both were included in the composite photograph.
The Class of 1926 was probably unique in the sense that 2 of its members, who were employees of the Onderstepoort Research Institute, were granted special permission to study veterinary science at the Faculty -presumably while still receiving a salary or some other form of financial assistance from the State. This stimulated a particular interest in the discipline that led to his appointment to the National Nutrition Council and to the local development of balanced poultry rations, South Africa being a leader in the field.
Dougie developed into a scientist of considerable repute. His achievements were not limited to poultry. He was, for example, the discoverer of a rickettsia named Rickettsia (Colesiota) conjunctivae in cases of infectious ophthalmia in sheep, and similar organisms have been demonstrated in cattle, goats and poultry. Their significance in opthalmia is, however, currently unclear. He became internationally renowned in the nomenclature of rickettsias. He was very highly regarded as expert diagnostician and nutritionist in the poultry industry. He was first to discover psittacosis in pigeons; first to discover paralysis due to Argas persicus in ducks and geese; first to observe the vertical transmission of osteopetrosis in poultry. In 1957, on invitation, he advised the Nyasaland (now Malawi) government on the establishment of a poultry industry commensurate with the capacities of the existing small farmers.
In 1959 Professor Coles resigned from Onderstepoort to establish a poultry farm in Natal. In his later years he also made a considerable contribution to the promotion of nature conservation in that province as an active and enthusiastic member of the Natal Parks Board. He died in 1987 at the age of 82 years. 
René du Toit
René du Toit will always be associated with the successful anti-tsetse fly campaign in Zululand of which he was the chief architect. T he photographs of the classes of 1928 and 1929 present an enigma because they both bear the same date, i.e. 1929. How does one then determine which is which? In addition, both photographs are composed of individual shots of the graduates rather than the more customary, com prehensive class photographs, which means that mistakes in producing them could have slipped in, thereby causing further confusion.
However, a superficial examination of the photo graphs soon provided an answer to the riddle. J A (Jack) Thorburn also features in the photograph of the Class of 1927 and it has already been established that he was a 'super' who qualified in 1928, a year later than his classmates. We also already know that M C Robinson, who qualified in 1928, married Joan Morice, the first girl to study at the Onderstepoort faculty, who qualified in 1927.
From this reasoning it was deduced that the photograph dated 1929, on which four graduates and the Dean, Prof. Dr P J du Toit, appear, is that of the Class of 1928 ( 
THE CLASS OF 1929
The first thing that strikes one about the current photograph of the Class of 1929 (Fig. 2) is the obvious youthfulness of one of the graduates, BM Horwitz. His position on the original photograph was indicated by a neatly tied scroll, which means that it was not possible to obtain a suitable photograph of him at the time that the compound picture (obviously composed of shots taken individually of the six graduates) was prepared. However, a school photograph of Dr Horwitz was recently obtained from his son through the initiative of Prof. Peter Belonje, which enabled Prof. Ken Pettey to complete the original picture. In fact, it is very likely that the latter was composed almost as an afterthought because most of the photographs were clearly taken several years after the graduation ceremony when the graduates were considerably older. 1930. In 1936, at the age of 31, he was not only awarded a DVSc degree for his classic thesis entitled 'The incidence and pathology of tumours of domesticated animals in South Africa' but was also appointed parttime professor of Anatomy in the faculty. [In those days all faculty posts were parttime positions.] He also took on the responsibility of an editor of the Journal of the South African Veterinary Medical Association at the end of the year, a position that he held for one year, but he was a member of the editorial committee from 1931 to 1948. He was a great lover of classical music and regularly gave small orchestral performances at his home to which interested students were invited.
Prof T he Class of 1930 of the Onderstepoort Faculty was the 2nd smallest in its history (Fig. 1 ). It boasted 2 students and is only surpassed by the Class of 1933, which had a single one for much of the BVSc course. Despite the fact that the 2 students must have enjoyed considerable attention by their teachers, it is worthy of note that, as stated by Posthumus 5 , 'it is on record that no veterinary students qualified from Onderstepoort in 1930'. This must be borne in mind when considering the caption of the photograph.
The photograph is once again composed of individual shots of the 2 graduates rather than the customary, comprehensive class photograph, and it is apparent that Nilsen's photograph was taken several years after he qualified, evidently at one of the General Meetings of the South African Veterinary Medical Association. The Dean of the Faculty, Prof. P J du Toit, does not feature. This is peculiar because the photograph was clearly compiled many years after graduation and there is no reason why his photograph could not have been added.
Leslie Thomas (Ted) Edwards
Leslie Thomas (Ted) Edwards was born in Cathcart on 14 July 1908 and matriculated at the Victoria High School, Grahamstown in 1925. He was the only student in the 2nd year and was joined by Nilsen, who had to repeat a year, in his 3rd year. 
THE CLASS OF 1931
The official photograph of the Class of 1931 is the more customary composite one (Fig. 2) , probably taken shortly after the last examination in the final (5th) year of the 6 students concerned. However, the Dean, Prof. 
THE CLASS OF 1933
The Class of 1933 of the Onderstepoort Faculty was the smallest in its history. It even surpassed the 2man Class of 1932 by having only 1 student for much of the BVSc course. The customary class photograph consists of only 4 people. Mr G C van Drimmelen, sitting on the left, is specifically identified as 'graduate' while the Dean, Dr (Prof.) P J duToit, is the only person standing. The other 2 staff members are Dr (Prof.) G de Kock, who was apparently the Acting Dean, and the head of the students' hostel, Mr W O Neitz, who qualified in 1929.
GC (Govert) van Drimmelen GC (Govert) van Drimmelen was born in Zeerust on 27
September 1911 as a 2nd child (his father was a minister in the Dutch Reformed Church, who had emigrated to South Africa from the Netherlands). When his father died in 1919 from Spanish flu, his mother temporarily returned to her homeland with her family. However, she came back a few years later with the result that Govert matriculated at the Oost Eind Hoër Skool in Pretoria in 1928. When he enrolled for his 1st year at the Transvaal University College (TUC), he was one of 27 students, but for the greater part of the rest of the 5year veterinary course his was a 1person class. His 1st appointment was as a state veterinarian at Allerton Laboratory in Pietermaritzburg where he was mainly occupied with the dreary task of examining ±36 000 East Coast fever (ECF) smears, which were in arrears. He was then transferred to Umtata in the Transkei, an ECF hotspot, and then to Carolina where the disease was also still present. T he Class of 1934 consisted of 6 students ( Fig.  1) The available photograph is once again composed of individual images of the graduates rather than the customary, comprehensive class photograph. Four are wearing graduation regalia, the photographs clearly having been taken when they graduated. The other 2 were obviously photographed later. J J van der Westhuizen's empty position on the original photograph is indicated by a neatly tied scroll, which means that it was not possible to obtain a suitable photograph at the time when the compound picture was compiled. His photograph was kindly provided by his son -see Acknowledgements. This class boasts having the first South African graduate who went straight into private practice after qualifying at Onderstepoort, namely Jack Boswell. There was an equine specialist (Hempstead), several vets who did mainly cattle work (AI included), 2 small animal surgeons (Brown and Margaret Hearn) and several small animal practitioners. The latest vet (the houseman) to join the practice almost invariably had to run the after-hours emergency clinic at the Hospital, which also served the 4 -eventually there were up to 9 -branch clinics, for a period of 6 months to a year. It has recently been estimated (J Welton, pers. comm., 2007) that 'about 80 vets worked in Sandown over the years', including those in the Sandown Veterinary Clinic, which replaced the Sandown Veterinary Hospital in 1971. Jack served on the Federal Council of the South African Veterinary Association (SAVA) for 12 years. The prestigious Boswell Award, which is awarded for eminent service to the SAVA, was named after him because it was his brainchild and he supplied the initial funds for the verdite-mounted ivory elephant and rhinoceros statuettes of which the first recipients in 1977 were R B (Ossie) Osrin and L W (Louw) van den Heever.
N (Ninian) Barrie
Jack, rightfully hailed as the father of private veterinary practice in SA, was awarded the Gold Medal of the SAVA in 1974, the only veterinary practitioner to have achieved this distinction. Jack married Joan Hardy Philip and the couple had 5 children -3 daughters and 2 sons. Jack retired from the practice in 1981 to a farm near Alexandria in the Eastern Cape to run the Timbadola Stud that Eric Hempstead had helped him to establish. Jack was a dedicated Rotarian for many years, serving in senior positions such as District Governor, and did much travelling even before he retired. He and Jane loved going abroad and they continued with this favourite pastime after his retirement. Jack later sold the farm and finally moved to a retirement home in Nelspruit where he died on 20 March 2000 at the age of 87.
Arthur Rolf Thiel
Arthur Rolf Thiel was born on 22 October 1910 in Rosebank, Cape Town and matriculated in 1928 at Diocesan College, also known as Bishops. After interviews with Dr P J du Toit, the Director of Onderstepoort, and Genl J C G Kemp, the Minister of Agriculture, he was awarded a bursary to study veterinary science at Onderstepoort where he qualified in 1934. Like most newly graduated veterinarians who joined the Division of Veterinary (Field) Services in those days, Arthur started his career at Allerton Laboratory (Pietermaritzburg, Natal) where thousands of slides had to be examined for East Coast fever. He was then successively transferred to Port Elizabeth, Cape Town and Port Shepstone where he met his future wife Cynthia Stott and became engaged. After visiting Jack Boswell on invitation in Johannesburg in 1937, and seeing how busy the practice was, he decided to join him and soon became a 
THE CLASS OF 1935
The class photograph was obviously taken at the end of the final year because the 8 students were not wearing graduation regalia (Fig. 2) Lambrechts was closely involved with local experiments which showed that wild ruminants were carriers of foot and mouth disease. This resulted in a policy of extensive game fencing of the Kruger National Park and the creation of a barrier zone of stock farms around it ('red line') that were subject to regular inspection and permits for movement of livestock. In 1953 he was transferred to Pretoria where he was placed in charge of the control programme of, and field research on, bovine tuberculosis, being tasked to develop an eradication scheme. He also conducted research on the acid-fast bacteria in skin lesions causing false positive reactions to the tuberculin test in cattle, and George Frederik (Okkie) van der Merwe George Frederik (Okkie) van der Merwe was born on 14 April 1909 in South West Africa (now Namibia). While at the Agricultural School at Gamman near Windhoek he was awarded a bursary by the administration of South West Africa to study veterinary science and he qualified at Onderstepoort in 1935. He married Aletta Pyper on 1 January 1937 and the couple had a son and a daughter. After being appointed as a state veterinarian on 6 January 1936, Okkie was placed in Windhoek. He subsequently also served in Gobabis -where he was involved in the bovine pleuropneumonia campaign in the Kaokoveld -and Walvis Bay, being responsible for inspection of meat to be exported. Okkie's health was never robust and he asked to be transferred to the Union of South Africa to be posted to Grahamstown in 1956 where he conducted useful practical research on the immunisation of T he class of 1936 was the largest of the pre-war classes of the Onderstepoort Faculty, consisting of the hitherto unheard of number of 14 students. The photograph on which they appear is the customary comprehensive one with the Dean of the Faculty, Dr (Prof.) P J du Toit, presiding. It is noteworthy that 3 of the students who feature in the photograph only qualified at the end of the following year, their names also appearing on the composite photograph of the 1937 graduates. Apparently the photograph was taken before the results of the final examinations were known.
Jacobus Albertus Badenhorst
The information on Badenhorst is scanty. The dates of his birth and death, for example, could not be traced. T he photograph of the Class of 1938 (Fig. 1) is the customary pre-graduation one on which the presumed Acting Dean, Prof. Dr G de Kock, and head of the hostel, HPA de Boom, feature with 5 of the 6 graduates. No graduation regalia are in evidence. Therefore the photograph was probably taken at the end of the final year shortly after completion of the examinations. At this stage Prof. Dr P J du Toit was -and would for a further decade -be the Dean of the Faculty. His absence can probably only be ascribed to one of his many overseas visits.
Johannes Fuch Fick
Johannes Fuch Fick (Fig. 2) 
